
VALLEYCLIFFE ELEMENTRY PAC MEETING MINUTEs 

NOVEMBER 7th, 2016 

 

Present: Michelle, Jill, Sally, Heather, Kati, Katrina, Rhonda, Amy, Ji Ai, Mina 
 
Chair – Heather Feeney,  
Vice Chair – Georgina McCandlish,  
Treasurer – Shannon Morris,  
Secretary – Sally Nand,  
Living Classroom – Rhonda O’Grady,  
Hot Lunch - Michelle Roberts,  
Fruit and Veggie – Heather Feeney,  
Breakfast Club – Jill Elliot,  
Carnival – Amy Reid 
 
1. Motion to adopt Agenda made by Sally, seconded by Amy. 
 
2.  Motion to adopt the previous month’s Minutes made by Heather, seconded by Sally. 
 
3.  Report from the Chair (Heather) 

- Sr and Jr. Glee Club are a big success and have a concert planned for the Squamish Gondola on 
December 10th at 12. https://www.seatoskygondola.com/events/classic-choral-christmas-0 
Missoula Children’s Theatre was a big success.  We made $4060.55, and had $3536.67 in 
expenses, for a profit of $523.88.  We will need someone to spearhead this amazing program for 
next year for it to continue.  Feedback on tour actor/directors.  Thank you volunteers 

- Success of 2nd Popcorn Day $155.  A little less than in October ($187)  
- Deposit to be paid to Holly Arntzen this week. ($1000) 
- Gymnast in Residence January 9-13th.  What about the OWL program? 
- Artist cards by kids speak to the teachers on their interest. 
- Family Hot Lunch Day for January’s Hot Lunch on the 27th.  The gym will be open for families to 

eat together picnic-style.  All teachers are on board with it.  We will brainstorm between the 
teachers and parents to come up with a plan.  Everyone is game to try it and if it is successful, 
perhaps one more Family Hot Lunch for our last hot lunch in June?  Some ideas include starting 
lunch earlier, so that we have time for cleanup.  Hot lunch can be collected and handed out in 
the gym prior to the lunch, perhaps with the help of the classroom reps.  We will discuss this 
further at the PAC meeting next month. 

-  Christmas Rummage Sale – Dec 14th.  Set-up will happen Tuesday afternoon, Dec 13th.  It is also 
Hot Lunch, but it can be managed.    

- Letter writing day date will be held on the Dec 9th, at 1pm.  Volunteers are encouraged to help.   
- Thursday Dec 8th will be the tentative date for next PAC meeting. 
- Monday, Dec 12th will be the date for the “secret” PAC meeting at 7pm (Letter answering 

campaign) – lots of volunteers needed for this one 
- Hand out volunteer lists to event leads 
- Concerns about the company we had school photos done with.  We had issues with previous 

companies and decided to try a new one – feedback is encouraged – just send an email to Ji Ai. 
- Great success on parent lead volunteers for the teachers.   

  Sarah Jajic  1.  Tamara Nelson 
     2.   
  Cheryl Dawson 1.  Amy Reid 
     2.   



  Katrina Doherty 1.  Georgina McCandlish 
     2.  Kay Protheroe 
  Pam Bourdon  1.  Kati Palethorpe 
     2.  Michelle Roberts 
  Val Platz  1.  Kati Palethorpe 
     2.  Tess Egan 
  Kirby Young  1.  Heather Feeney 
     2.  Azenya Burdett 
  Laurie Knopp  1.  Ashleigh Preston 
     2.  Dana Wood 
  Stacey Nunn  1.  Sally Nand 
     2.  Mina Kava 
 
4.  Treasurer’s Report (Shannon) - $12,983 in Chequing.  There is approximately $6,ooo in the gaming 
account.  The gaming grant has not yet come in.  We have nothing outstanding and do have some 
fundraising events coming up. 
 
5.  Living Classroom and Gardens (Rhonda)  
 Nature’s Harvest Celebration was awesome in spite of the pouring rain.  Thank-you to all 
parents and youth that came!  Next Nature Club will be Nov 18th.  It will be held once a month until the 
Spring and will be held on Fridays.  We will become affiliated with the Nature Society.  Our next event 
we will be studying pond ecology.  We now have a living pond which was built by with help from the 
community, an ecologist, and students from BCIT and Quest.  Rhonda has resources available for 
teachers to utilize in their curriculum.  Children must be reminded not to throw things into the 
wetland as it can disturb the delicate ecosystem that is developing.   Rhonda also has 
 some more plants to plant and will be asking teachers if they would like to be involved.    
 
6.  Hot Lunch (Michelle) 
 Data has been fixed for next hot lunch 
 Add an option where people can donate $1.00 to go towards a child who cannot afford a hot 
 lunch.  Have Michelle check with teachers to see if there is a child in the class who could benefit 
 from it.   
 Also, we need to make it clear that if you order a Nester’s card online, you need to pick it up in 
 the office on the day of hot lunch or after.   
 
7.  Principals Report (JiAi 
-  Thank-you Rhonda for all of your help with the development of the wetland 
-  The District Implementation Day focused on project-based learning, collaborative model of support, 
student self-assessment in report cards and inclusion.  Katrina spoke on how PBL differs from working 
on a project and how it allows the children to give specific feedback to each other, 
- Collborative model of support – we have classroom teachers and Michelle Roberts (SpEd), Carol 
Zuckernick (ELL, Lib), Jesse Hackett (Collab Support Teacher) working together in the primary classes  
on specific skills in literacy.  In the intermediate grades, classroom teachers pairing with the other 
teachers with focus on numeracy and literacy.   
-  There is also an issue about the use of social media by parents of Valleycliffe School.  It seems as if 
many parents are using it to vent about issues rather than bringing them up with school staff.  Heather 
did say that while she liked the fact that more parents are able to contribute to the group, she did say 
that perhaps posts need to be vetted before they are able to be posted.  However, once a post is on the 
group, people can be free to comment on it.  Ji Ai did say that it is frustrating when parents are posting 
things without bringing them up with the school to allow them to deal with the problem first, 



especially when the face group is called Valleycliffe PAC Group.  Ji Ai added that it can be very 
demoralizing to teachers and herself, when they are discussed on a public forum without going 
through the proper channels.   
 
8.  Any other items – Tentative Day for carnival is May 26. 
 
9.  Roundtable 
 
  
 
Adjourn 


