
Valleycliffe Elementary PAC Minutes 
 

Monday 18th November 2019 
Attendance: Carolyn Green (Chair), Cathy Jester (Vice Chair), Jen Kelly (Secretary), Sarah Hain, 
Gemma Prescott, Sarah Coull, Virginia Fleming, Shannon Morris, Arlyn Bretschneider, Emma 
Heukelom, Stephanie Towers, Kerryn Goldsmith, Christina Walsh, Chris Green, Colleen 
Anderson 

 
6:06 Call to order 
Adoption of the agenda – Cathy and Stephanie 
October PAC Meeting Minutes approval – Cathy and Carolyn 
 

Principals report – Sarah Hain 

• DPAC meeting is Nov 25th and it will be a Zoom call.  Sarah will be 

on hand to help with tech support.  If there is anything we want to 

add to the agenda please let the DPAC Chiar know by the 20th, at 

mgatthefarm@gmail.com.  DPAC is the district PAC meeting where 

one member with each PAC going to a meeting three times a year.  

Christina Walsh is representative. 

• Staff have been working together to get a prioritized wish list of 

classroom/playground items.  This is for the PAC in case they can 

assist with suppling these items. 

• Staffing - 7 EAs now hired in the school.  3 EAs hired in the last two 

weeks alone.  Please welcome Laura, Dayne and Christina.  

Additional support with a Collab teacher as well with Julia and 

Heidi. 

• Sports residencies – Waiting to hear on dates and opportunities for 

another sport.  Cathy has info on basketball, they can do all grades.  

• Hockey being offered for G5 & 6 by staff.  Thank you Will and Katie! 

• Report cards are coming up next week (for the regular report cards) 

From grade 4 up parents can request letter grades. 

• Outdoor classroom – shed door needs attention as it’s not shutting 

properly.  How can we use the space more, how can we get kids 

involved it the clean-up/maintenance?  Can older students teach 

the younger ones?   A few ideas on improvements such as 

improving the bean bed as they don’t grow, undercover area, a 

log circle that doesn’t move, compost box building project, inviting 

Leigh Joseph to return. 

• WE day tomorrow (Tuesday 19th). 

 

 

Thank you’s 

mailto:mgatthefarm@gmail.com


Thank you to the PAC for all the hard work they do.  Thank to the Auction 

Group, it is much easier to have a group to share the work instead of one 

person doing all the work. 

 

Treasurer  

Gaming account $6,799.49 with the grant which was $4,260. 

OP $25,214.11 

Cheque requisitions have been collected and the cheques will be issued 

next week. 

 

Living Classroom 

There is a meeting Wednesday 20th at 7pm at the Backyard Pub for an 

hour.  This is to discuss how best to use the $500 allocated from the Oct 

PAC budget meeting.  Chariece is talking to Rhonda about the different 

grants that we’ve gotten in the past and options for future ones. 

In past years the Outdoor Classroom has hosted a Winter Solstice 

Celebration.  This years Winter Solstice falls on Friday Dec 20th, that might 

be a bit close to the holidays but we can look at having a celebration the 

week before instead.  Activities in the past have included letter writing 

and a camp fire (children write wishes or notes and burn the on the fire) 

hot chocolate, lantern lighting.  There are photos on facebook showing 

what activities there were in past years if we need to remind ourselves. 

 

Fundraising team 

• Auction is going well, it closes a week on Sunday so lots of time and 

more items to add.  We hope to have a table at the Winter Concert 

for people to collect their items. 

• Purdy’s fundraiser is going well.  Noted that having online orders 

only has meant not all people who wanted to order could.  Next 

time we will have some paper forms available in the office for those 

who want to order that way. 

• Bake sale table at the Winter Concert Dec 6th.  Unfortunately, we 

won’t have a Gingerbread House to auction off as our amazing 

parent baker is no longer at the school.  We would still like to have a 

bake sale and are looking for volunteers to run it.  Jen to put a post 

on FB. 

 

Other business 

 

Gaga Pit Floor Covering 

Most grades have now played in the Gaga Pit so everyone is following the 

same rules.  There are concerns that after the rain starts it will turn into a 

mud pit. 



Shannon has looked into eco paving (the soft rubbery surface in newer 

playgrounds).  The costs to cover one Gaga Pit is $1,360 (8-12 dollars a 

square foot).   

Sarah said that at Squamish Elementary they didn’t have a floor covering.  

It was originally grass, then quickly turned into dirt.  When it did turn into a 

mud pit they just closed it down for a while, and this didn’t happen too 

often.  There were some issues at first but it was recommended students 

bring in spare clothes to change into.  Don Ross has a Gaga pit on the 

tennis court but all other known pits do not have anything.  Right now 

there is a carpet down under ours.   

There is a possibility to negotiate a discount with the eco paving supplier if 

we refinish the paved area behind the gym at the same time but that is a 

future project not finalised yet.  Tabled until we know about possible 

discounts available for a larger project, other quotes and/or materials, 

and to see how the Gaga pit holds up over this winter. 

Discussion regarding other option of companies as we only have the one 

company/quote.  Industrial type rubber matting could also be an option. 

 

Gymnastics 

The scheduling seems to be an issue right now.  There is some confusion as 

it’s usually early in January.  

There is also a question on where to store Amanda’s gym equipment.  

Sarah will speak to Michelle to resolve. 

 

Little Shop of Wonders 

This is a shopping event for the children using donated items.  It helps 

teach the students about thoughtful gift giving for the Holidays as well as 

reduce/reuse/recycle as all the items are donated.  Finally, it is also a 

fundraising event, the children only need $5 to buy gifts for all their 

immediate family.  Half of the money raised goes to Helping Hands and 

the remaining to the PAC.  Note there will also be an opportunity to buy 

gifts for extended family at the end of the day when all classes have 

shopped.   

Tentative date of Wednesday 18th set.  Gemma and Emma have 

tentatively volunteered to look at leading with guidance from Cathy, 

thank you!!!  Call for volunteers needed one the day and to help set up 

and take down.  Add a note to the newsletter this week asking for 

donations of gift wrapping/bags and donated goods for the gifts.   

 

Letter Writing 

Letter writing day is planned for 13th Dec.  However, Canada Post 

deadline for cards to Santa is 12th Dec.  So, letter writing day should move 

forward in order to make this deadline. 



In previous years (2017 and before) PAC volunteers would write 

personalised replies to the students.  These were then delivered back to 

the students by Santa after having been placed in the freezer for a while 

to add a little authenticity.  This took a lot of time and left many volunteers 

feeling burnt out.  So last year it was cancelled in favour of families 

deciding themselves what tradition they wanted to have for their letters. 

Some parents are still nostalgic about the more personalised option so 

Shannon may put a call out for volunteer letter writers to see if we can get 

this started again. 

 

DPAC Update 

Christina got re-elected as the Vice Chair, congratulations!  Feedback 

from the meeting is that it is more relevant for high schoolers vs 

elementary school kids.  They have upped the number of meetings from 3 

to 5.  Nov 25th is the next meeting on Zoom.   

There will be a survey on Dec 3rd on what the calendar looks like for the 

coming years including whether there is 1 week of spring break vs 2 

weeks, pro d days etc.   

Please see the minutes for that meeting on the website.  

 

Winter Concert 

There are rumors of some parents being disappointed that there is no 

traditional Winter Concert.  This year we have drumming, dancing and 

singing with Bobby Bovenzi. 

To recap some history, in the past the staff put on a performance with the 

classes around the Holiday time. 

The PAC also funds a week of arts/performance residency such as Misoula 

as well as others. 

Last year the residency was Sound Kreations (the hop hop act) and as the 

timing was close to the Holidays it meant we could not do both the 

residency performance and a more traditional Winter Concert.  So Sound 

Kreations became the Winter Concert.  

There was positive feedback from the staff that this was much easier and 

less stressful for them and everyone enjoyed it. 

So, this year PAC decided to fund staff suggestion to have Bobby Bovenzi 

in residency and work with the classes to put on a Winter Concert. 

Although the lack of a more traditional Holiday themed concert was 

more circumstance in this case, Sarah did say the School Board is moving 

towards a more secular Holiday season. 

That being said, can we still make the drumming Winter Concert more 

festive with decorations and costumes.  Sarah will discuss with the staff.   

The Winter Concert will be held on Dec 6th with a matinee/dress rehearsal 

in the afternoon and a full performance in the evening with a bake sale. 

 



Volunteers Needed:   

Dec 6th Bake Sale Co-ordination at the Winter Concert. 

Little Shop of Wonders Co-ordinator. 

Winter Solstice Event 

Santa Letters 

Sadly, these events will not happen without volunteers. 

 

Next meeting – Jan 2020 TBD 

Adjourned at 7:39 


